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The article is devoted to the distinctive characteristics of the US higher education. The great
emphasis is placed on the types of the US higher education institutions in accordance with the
Carnegie Classification. It includes the precise description of the undergraduate and postgraduate
education in America, the types of the degrees, obtained during the study and their basic
distinctions. It characterizes the organization of the US high school, the peculiarities of Bachelor’s,
Master’s and Doctorate’s degrees. The article also describes the structure of the colleges and
universities, their governmental policy and financial component. It studies the organization of an
education process including student’s curriculum, the ability to choose minor and major courses,
credit system and grades. In the current article it is explained the idea of distance learning and
programs for ‘special students’. The following article also distinguishes the indissoluble connection
between the American higher education and the economic prosperity of the state. It studies the
implementation of the innovation technologies in the education program, the key changes in the
teaching process according to the constantly changing demands of the labor market as well as the
individualization of the education system.
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Introduction. In the modern world education is considered as one of the most
important components of economic development and prosperity of the country. Its
role in the life of society is becoming more and more significant each year.

It is a well-known fact that the United States is among world economic leaders.
This country has one of the lowest levels of inflation and unemployment, and its
innovation technologies are constantly developing, contributing the raise of living
standards of the population.

In the United States education plays a crucial role in the economic and social
development of the state, its leading positions at the world markets and the
supporting of the national safety, as it is reflected in the higher education policy and
the practical actions of its realization. That’s why we have to pay attention to some
peculiarities of the US higher education and the possibility of its implementation in
Ukraine.



The issue of the development of the US higher education is widely highlighted
in the scientific literature by foreign and Ukrainian scientists. The structure of higher
education is described by E. Barnett, G. Becker, J. Eaton, W. B. Harvey, L.
Vinnikova, O. Ponomaryova, S. Sinenko, P. Sauh, N. Nichkalo, V. Kudin,
S. Romanova and others. The information about higher education in the USA can
also be found on numerous web resources such as American Council on Education,
US department of Education, Harvard and Cambridge Universities, USA Community
Colleges etc.

All the above mentioned proves the actuality of the current article and the
importance of the issue, but at the same time it states the necessity of systematization
and more detailed studying of the existing information. Therefore, the purpose of the
article is to describe the Carnegie Classification of the US higher education, to study
its peculiarities in comparison with European education system, to reveal the
innovative tendencies of American colleges and universities in preparing the
specialists.

The Carnegie Classification of the US higher education institutions.
Modern American higher education system is known for its peculiarities which help
us to distinguish the US system from European educational standards.

Despite the fact that the US higher education originates from the British
traditional system, at the same time borrowing from German basics, it highly differs
from the familiar to us European education. It was influenced by American
philosophical beliefs, cultural peculiarities and political system.

Studying the higher education system of the United States we have to note that
it is composed of several groups of educational institutions which differ in the
amount of scientific researches, the level of education and the fields of training
specialists. The framework for classifying higher educational institutions in the
United States was created by the Carnegie Foundation.

The Carnegie classification includes all kinds of the US colleges and
universities which grant some type of degree and have the accreditation recognized

by the Ministry of Education of America. This classification reveals the whole variety



of educational programs, differentiating their forms and methods of education. The
classification has undergone changes during the last decade and hereafter we will get
acquainted with the modern system.

At the top of the Carnegie classification we can find doctorate-granted
universities. The period of postgraduate studied varies from 1 to 3 years. This degree
includes two the most common types those are the doctor of philosophy (Ph. D.) and
the doctor of education (Ed. D.). The doctoral degree is considered to be the highest
academic award. It signifies the ability of the graduate to conduct independent
research in certain scientific field.

Such doctorate-granting universities differentiate according to the level of
research activity from those with very high research activity, to high research activity
and the last group refers to doctoral/research universities.

The next step of this pyramid goes to Master’s colleges and university with
large, medium and small programs (according to the amount of the degrees awarded).
Completing 1-3 year program one can obtain a Master’s degree (such as MA, MS, or
MBA) or professional degree (such as MD, JD). The Master’s degree can be either
professional or theoretical. It can prepare students for further study aimed to receive
the doctorate degree or offer the training program for the future professional career.

There are many professions which require taking postgraduate study, however,
such degrees as medicine, law, and social works can be obtained after four, three or
two years of Master’s course respectively.

Along with such degrees as Master of Science or Medicine Doctor, which are
quite familiar for us, we can find the MBA degree (Master of Business
Administration), the achievement of American education. The USA is the motherland
of the MBA degree which meets market requirements nowadays and, therefore, is
growing in popularity all over the world. The MBA degree is for those who do not
want to be engaged in science but choose to prepare themselves for practical work.
All in all the USA comprises about 60% of the leading business schools of the world.
Foreign students also want to study management and economics in America which is

an undeniable leader [4].



However, before receiving master’s degree, students have to complete
undergraduate studies and be awarded with bachelor’s degree. Baccalaureate
Colleges provide 4-year trainings in Art and Science (awarding BA or BS) and also
may award graduate and professional degrees. These universities concentrate on
undergraduate programs in teaching, business and law etc. In this group the number
of public and private institutions is almost equal. Private nonprofit colleges include
liberal arts colleges, faith-based institutions, women’s colleges, historically black
colleges and universities, and specialized institutions that focus on a single field, such
as nursing or fine arts [2, p.2].

At the bottom of the so called Carnegie pyramid there are Associates or
Community Colleges, as well as Special Focus Institutions. This is the biggest group
of public colleges (more than 1 000) attended by almost 5 million students.
Community Colleges are 2-year institutions, also known as technical or junior
colleges. These institutions award associate degrees in Arts, Science and Applied
Science, but most cases it only prepares students for transfer to four-year institutions,
and serve their communities by providing a wide range of educational
services [1, p.9]. Technical institutes, which offer a two- or three-year course for
semi-professional occupations (such as dental, engineering or medical technicians),
belong to the group of Special Focus Institutions.

At this stage we can also find another group, these are the colleges of Terminal
Occupational Education. They offer 1-3 years of study before employment. But
unlike Community Colleges these institutions do not allow student to continue their
education at regular four-year colleges or universities.

Therefore, the Carnegie Classification comprises all the types of higher
education institutions and explains the difference between them. It shows the
diversity of the degrees which can be obtained after undergraduate and postgraduate
studies. Altogether there are four academic degrees that can be obtained by the US
high schools.



The organization of the educational process. The US higher educational
system distinguishes from the Ukrainian system in the methods of organizing the
educational process, the range of subjects and the evaluation system.

The academic year is traditionally divided into two terms (four months each),
or three quarters (three months each) [1, p.13]. Full-time and part-time students
usually study a wide range of subjects. In four years students have to complete nearly
30 subjects. The majority of students don’t choose their main specialty till the
Master’s course. First two years in college are called the freshman year and the
sophomore year respectively. General basic courses must be taken by all students
during their first two years. These include such subjects as English, a foreign
language, natural science, social science and mathematics [3]. The third-year students
are called junior. They have to choose their major and focus on more intensive study.
In some colleges students also choose their minor (or second specialty). At the same
time they take some extra or elective courses in other fields of study. The fourth
academic year is called the senior year and it is the last academic year toward
obtaining a bachelor’s degree.

Each student has his personal advisor from the teaching staff. Such advisor
helps student to choose his program of study. In case you are a foreign student he
helps you to get acquainted with life in America, regulates visa questions and
arranges some extracurricular programs. Nevertheless, students are allowed to choose
their own courses and class schedules. They are responsible for the choices made for
meeting their educational goals.

For each course student receives a certain number of credits. For one
successfully completed course undergraduate can get from 3 to 5 five credits. The
number depends on the amount of hours necessary to complete the course and is
appointed by the institution authority. Grades received at the end of each course
include student’s performance during class hours, their test results, research activities,
and the results of the final examination test. A student can receive the A to F grade

depending on the accomplishment of the performed task, with A as the best possible



grade and F as a failure. All grades received during a course of study are combined to
determine the student’s grade point average (GPA) [1, p.13].

Classroom lessons divide into lectures for a few hundreds of students and
seminars attended only by several undergraduates. To complete the term students
have to write several essays. They also have to get acquainted with all the necessary
bibliography beforehand in order to take active part in classroom discussions and
understand the material of the lectures. Also, the students of scientific faculties have
to spend certain time at the laboratories.

With advancing of new technologies America’s universities started to use
them very actively in their educational process. Being very sensitive to constantly
changing demands of the society the US colleges provide the online education and
distance learning for those students who either have to work and care for dependents
or have some sort of physical disability, etc. Online education also engages in a wider
audience, making the schedule more flexible and the location more suitable (using
computer with Internet connection at home or at the nearest Internet cafe).

Along with distance-learning programs universities can accept “special
students”. These are students who wish to apply for a course without enrolling for a
degree. However colleges are not very enthusiastic about such students, unless they
have already enrolled for a degree at other university and now they are searching for
additional training, which is not available at another institution. Non-degree students
also have some limitations in access to the library or computer facilities.

Thus, the educational process in the USA is organized in such way that it tries
to give a student the freedom of choice, to teach him how to make his own decisions
and to be responsible for them. The US system improves together with the
developing of new technologies, providing the online learning and other IT facilities.

The peculiarities of the US higher education. The most distinctive features
of the US higher education comprise the diversity and complexity of the structure, the
autonomy of academic institutions, the level of government control and, finally, the

terms of degree-granting.



The system of college and university administration of America has no
analogues in the world. They don’t have a unique control body for the US educational
system. In this connection the whole system is subordinated by the administrative
bodies of separate states. It allows transferring the assets between the faculties and
reacting the changes in the undergraduate enrolment or the job-market demands. This
fact shows a strong connection between the US higher education and market
mechanisms.

Colleges and universities are financed by government, but tuition and fee
payments are coming from students and their families. The implications of increasing
prices for students and families are a matter of constant policy debate. Despite the
tuition growth, demand for higher education continues to increase. Nevertheless,
government provides different financial aids programs to students, enabling even the
low-income layers of society to have a complete education. And this fact causes the
rapid growth of the American student population in both size and diversity.

It is also necessary to emphasize the very important role of the
individualization of the US higher education program. In the US universities and
colleges the methodology of individual education is very widespread. It comprises
such peculiarities as absence of strict time limits that permits a student to master the
material as quickly as it is comfortable for him and in accordance with his skills; the
ability to choose a program by the student relying on his needs and desire; constant
testing of students” knowledge which helps teacher to be aware of their educational
activity and to control it.

In the terms of modern world development the graduator of the higher
institution has to obtain such qualities as the ability to adapt to constantly changing
situations; to obtain profound knowledge on his own; to develop critical thinking; to
process large amounts of information; to be communicative and to improve the level
of cultural development.

Among the top-priority directions in the increasing of educational quality by
the USA we can stand out the following: the development of the academic standards

for students; the increasing of the requirements to the knowledge level of school



graduates, especially in applied science; the widespread usage of different test
programs; the appliance of modern informational technologies; the initiation of
modern programs of teaching quality evaluation.

Conclusion. Hence, the information mentioned above characterizes the US
higher education system, classifying the universities by the number of conducted
research studies, the level of education, the duration of the degree courses and the
area of training of future specialists. The classification is developed by the Carnegie
foundation.

In accordance with this classification the US universities can be divided into
Community Colleges which offer a 2-year undergraduate program with an associate
degree or it can be used as transferred course toward the Bachelor’s program. The
next step of the classification is occupied by the 4-year undergraduate program,
which offers a bachelor’s degree in different fields of study. The successful
completion of the Baccalaureate permits the student to continue the higher education
performing the graduate program. Master’s degree runs from 1 to 3 years in
theoretical or professional field. One of the peculiarities of this program is the MBA
degree. Due to the prosperity of business in the country, the USA is justly considered
the leading in teaching business administration. The last step of the Carnegie
Classification goes to the postgraduate studies at the end of which a doctoral degree
can be obtained.

Another distinctive feature of the US higher education lies in the organization
of the education process. Unlike the traditional Ukrainian education, students at
American colleges can choose their major and minor courses but there is a personal
advisor, who is always ready to help them with their choices and research works.
That means that students don’t need to study the subjects which they won’t have to
use in their professional career. In case they need additional knowledge while
working, they can take an online credit course (it is quite convenient for working
people) or enroll as “special students” for a course without getting a degree.

It is necessary to notice that the US education system isn’t submitted to the

government. It is autonomous and the educational policy is determined by university



authorities as well as by local councils. This fact also affects the financial aspects of
the higher education. The students and their parents have to pay the tuition fees which
are rather high. However, some financial aids can be received from governmental
programs. On the one hand, such administration peculiarities make the US academic
Institutions more independent and sensitive to the demands of society. On the other
hand, it makes the education rather expensive and inaccessible for every social layer.

Besides, in the modern world of globalization, the US education policy is
directed to the development of the graduates abilities to self-develop and self-study. It
also tent to individualize the education program, making each student the unique
component of the whole system.

In conclusion, it can be said that the US higher education system differs a lot in
its structure, policy and approach to students. Despite the detailed studies of its
structure, the US higher education systems remain the issue of current interest. The
system is constantly improving according to the changes in the society and there are
still some questions to be considered.

The strongest proof of the success of the American education system is the
economic prosperity of the country. Ukrainian educationalists have to study the
distinctive features of the US higher education in details and try to implement some

aspects in Ukrainian academic institutions.
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T. A. AHomikoBa. XapakrepucTuka Boiciiero odopazosanust CIIIA u ero oco6eHHocTei.

Cratbs MOCBSLIEHA U3YYEHUIO XapaKTEpHBIX O0cOOeHHOCTE! Bbicuiero odopazoBanus CIIIA.
Bbosplioe BHUMaHUe yaessercsi pacCMOTPEHMIO THIIOB BBICIIMX YYEOHBIX 3aBEI€HUI AMEpUKH B
COOTBETCTBUM ¢ Kiaccu(ukanueit Kapheru, BKIIOYas JeTajgbHOE OIMCAHHWE 3aKOHYEHHOTO U
HE3aKOHUEHHOI'0 BBICILIEro 00pa3oBaHus, U MOCIEAUIIIIOMHOrO 00ydeHus. /laeTcs xapakTepucTuka
CTPYKTYpbl KOJUIEJUKEM U YHUBEPCUTETOB AMEpUKH M Ipoliecca OOydyeHHUs s IOJy4eHHS
aumioMa OakajaBpa, MarucTpa WIM CTeleHb JokTopa ¢uiocoduu. B cratbe Takxke naHa
XapaKTepUCTHKA CHUCTEMbl YIPABICHHUS KOJUIEIKaMH M 0003HAUY€HA pOJIb MPABUTEIBCTBA B
(uHAHCHPOBAHUM KOJUIEIKEH U €ro BIMAHUSA Ha 00pa3oBaTENbHYIO MONIUTUKY AMepuku. CTarbs
paccMaTpuBaeT OCOOCHHOCTHM YYeOHOrO TIpoIecca, BKIIOYAs IOAOOp MPEIMETOB, KPEIUTHO-
MOJIyJIbHYIO CUCTEMY U OCHOBHBIE COCTaBJISIOIIME OLIEHUBaHMs paboThl cTyaeHToB. Kpome sToro,
MIOIYEPKUBACTCSI HEpa3phIBHAsI CBSA3b MEXIy BbicIMM oOpasoBanue B CILIA u sxoHOMUYECKUM
pa3BUTHEM cCTpaHbl. M3yuyaercs BHeIpeHHWE WHHOBALMOHHBIX TEXHOJIOTWH B 00pa30BaTENIbHYIO
MIpOrpaMMy, KJI04YeBble U3MEHEHHS B Y4€OHOM IPOLIECCE B COOTBETCTBUM C TPEOOBAaHUSIMHU pPbIHKA
TpyZAa, KOTOpbIE IOCTOSSHHO M3MEHsAITCs. PacckaspiBaercs O  TpeOOBaHUSAX K HEOOXOAMMBIM
3HAHUSAM U HaBBbIKaM, KOTOPbIE TOJIKHBI OBITh IOJYUYEHBI B IIPOLIECCE O0yUEHUS.

KiroueBble cjioBa: Beiciiee oOpa3oBaHHe, 00Opa3oBaTeNbHBIM Ipolece, Kiaccupukanus
Kapneru, yHuBepcuTET, KOJJIEIK, 3aKOHUEHHOE M HE3aKOHUEHHOE BbICIIee 0Opa3oBaHUE,
MOCJIEeIMIUIOMHOE 00pa3oBaHue, JOKTOp (uinocopuu, CTENeHb Marucrpa, CTENeHb OakaiaBpa,
yOJIMYHBIN KOJUIEK, TUCTAHIIMOHHOE 00yUYeHHE.

T. A. AHomikoBa. Xapakrepuctuka Buinoi ocsitu CIIIA Ta ii ocodmBocTeii.

CraTTiO NPUCBSIYEHO BUBYEHHIO XapakTepHUX ocoOnuBocTel Buioi ocBith CHIA. Benuka
yBara MNpUAUISETHCS PO3MVISIAY TUIIB BUIIMX HaBYAJBHUX 3aKiaaiB AMEpPUKH BIAMOBIIHO [0
knacudikamii Kapueri, BkiIOYarouu AeTadbHUM OMUC HEMOBHOI 1 TMOBHOI BHIOi OCBITH Ta
MICSAUITIOMHOTO HaBYaHHS. Jla€eTbCcsl XapakTepHUCTUKAa CTPYKTYpHU KOJEIKIB Ta YHIBEPCHUTETIB
AMeprKa Ta Mpolecy HaBYaHHA JJIi OTPUMAaHHS JAUIUIOMY OakajaBpa Ta MaricTpa, BKJIIOYAKOYU
CTYIIHb MaricTpa 3 OI3HeC aJAMIHICTpYBaHHS, Ta OTPUMAaHHS CTYMNIHb JOKTOopa (inocodii.
OnucyeTbcsi  CTPYKTypa TpPOMAJChKUX KOJEIXKIB, $SK BHIIMX HAaBYAJbHUX 3aKiIajiB, MIO0
3a0e3neuyroTh HEMOBHY BHWIIY OCBITY. Y CTarTi TakoX HAJaHO XapaKTEPUCTHKY CHUCTEMH
YIIpaBIIiHHS KOJIEPKaMH Ta 3a3Ha4Y€HO POJIb ypsay y (iHaHCYBaHHI KOJIEIXKIB Ta MOro BIUIUBY Ha
OCBITHIO TMOJITUKY AMEpUKHU. Y CTaTTi PO3IJISTHYTO OCOOJIMBOCTI HABUYaJIbHOIO IIPOILECY,
BKJIIOYAIOUM MiAOIp MpeAMETIB Il KOXKHOTO CTYIEHTa, KPeAUTHO-MOIyJIbHA CHCTEéMa Ta OCHOBHI
CKJIaJIOB1 OLIIHIOBaHHS JISUTbHOCTI CTy/AeHTa. PO3MOBIA€ETHCS PO PO3MEKYBAHHS MK CTyIEHTaMHU
PI3HUX KYypCiB, SIK y BUOOp1 3araJibHUX NpPEAMETIB, Tak 1 BU3HAUeHHI crierianizauii. [ToscHoThCS
OCHOBHI BIAMIHHOCTI JUCTAHIIMHOIO HaBYaHHS Ta MPOrpaMu JUlisl «ocoOIMBUX CTyAEeHTIBY». Kpim
TOTO, CTATTSl BUCBITIIOE HEPO3PUBHUI 3B'S30K MK BUIOK OCBITOI0 AMEPHKH Ta ii eKOHOMIYHUM
PO3BUTKOM. BuBUaeThcs BIpoBaXKEHHSI HOBITHIX TEXHOJIOT1HM B OCBITHIO MTPOrpaMy, KIIFOUOBI 3MIHU
B HayaJlbLHOMY IIpoIleci BIJAMOBIZHO JIO BHUMOI PHHKY Tpami, $Ki MOCTIHHO 3MIHIOIOTHCA.
Po3noBimaeTbest mpo BUMOTH 10 OTPUMAHHUX BUITYCKHUKOM 3HaHb T4 HABUYOK B MPOIECI HAaBYAHHS
Ta MpO TEHJIEHIIIO 10 1HUBiAyasi3allisi CHCTEMH HaBYaHHSI.

KurouoBi cioBa: Buina ocBiTa, OCBITHIM mpouec, kiacudikauis Kapneri, yHiBepcHUTET,
KOJIEJDK, HEMOBHA Ta IOBHA BHIIA OCBiTa, MICISAMIUIOMHA OCBITa, JOKTOp (imocodii, cTymiHb
Maricrpa, CTyliHb 0akanaBpa, FpOMaJCbKUI KOJIEIDK, JUCTAHIIIIHE HAaBYaHHS.
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