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TYPICAL AND INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAITS OF ENGINEERING
STUDENTS IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING

Technological transformations in society have led to reconsidering the role of a foreign language in
the professional development of a specialist. The article focuses on the role of a foreign language teacher in
the development of a professional. The author considers both typical and individual psychological
characteristics of engineering students, gives some survey results and explores the role of a foreign language
teacher in the formation of professional qualities of future engineers while teaching a foreign language for
specific purposes. The features of engineering thinking and requirements to modern engineers are discussed.
The content of different types of individualization (motivational, regulatory, formative, and developing) as
well as some methods for implementing individual approach to foreign language teaching are described. The
author depicts some tasks and gives recommendations on the selection and development of teaching
materials and organization of language teaching process with engineering students. The necessity to use
challenging tasks and activities, which provoke critical thinking and creativity, are stressed. It is suggested
that a teacher of a foreign language for specific purposes should not only use the characteristics of
engineering students in teaching, but also contribute to the formation of professional qualities and develop
certain psychological traits of future engineers. The role of teacher as a moderator and activator that applies
a variety of active learning strategies is emphasized. The author states that consideration and purposeful
development of the components of the psychological personality of a student, which influence the foreign
language acquisition, together with the application of knowledge of typical characteristics of engineering
students will contribute to the formation of their positive attitude towards learning a foreign language.
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Muxnenko I'. 3. Tunogwvie u unougudyanbHo-ncuxonocuieckue 0CoOOeHHoCmu 0yOyuux UHICEHePos
6 O00y4YeHUU UHOCMPAHHOMY A3bIKY. B cmamve paccmampusaiomces munogvle U UHOUBUOYANLHO-
ncuxonocuyeckue O0COOEHHOCMU — CMYOeHMO8 MEeXHUYEeCKUX YHUBEPCUMEmOos8, aHANU3UpYemcs pofb
npenooasamensi UHOCMPAHHO20 A3bIKA Ol CNEYUANbHbIX yeell 8 OpMUposanuy He mobKO UHOSA3LIYHOU
npogheccuoHanvbHoll KOMMYHUKAMUBHOU KOMNEMEHMHOCMU, a4 U NPOpeCcCUOHANbHO BANCHBIX Kauecme

0yoywux undxcenepos. Packpvisaiomes cooepowcanue u 0CHOBHble npuemvl pearusayuu UHOUGUOYATUZAYUU



npoyecca O00y4eHUsi UHOA3BIYHOMY OOWeHUI0, NoOarmcsa Nnpumepvl 3A0aHUl U pPeKOMeHOayuu no
paspabomke y4eOHO-MemoouyecKko2o0 obecneyenus OUCYUNIUHBL U OP2AHU3AYUU PAbOMbl CO CMYOeHMAMU
MexHuYecko20 yHueepcumema.

Knrwouesvie cnoea: unousudyanuzayus, unxicenepHoe molulieHue, odyuenue uHOCMpaHHoMmy A3biKy Ol

npogheccuoHaIbHbIX yellell.

Mixnenko I.E. Ypaxyeauna munogux ma iHOUBIOYAIbHO-NCUXOI02IYHUX O0COOAUBOCHEN
Maiuoymuix inxcenepie y HA6UaAHHI IHO3eMHOI MOGU. Y cmammi po32ena0aromsycs Munosi ma iHOU8ioyaibHO-
NCUXONO2IUHI 0COOIUBOCMI CIMYOEHMI8 MEXHIYHUX YHIBEPCUMEemi8, aHANi3YEMbC POb BUKIA0AYA THO3EMHOL
Moeu Onsi npogheciunux yinet y Gopmyeanni e MINbKU IHUWOMOBHOI NPOecitiHoi KOMYHIKAMueHoi
KOMNemeHmHoCmi, a i npoghecitino 8adCIUBUX AKOCMel MAUOYmHIx iHiceHepis. Po3kpusaromscs 3micm ma
OCHOGHI nputiomMu peanizayii pizHux 6udie iHOugioyanizayii npoyecy HABYAHHA THUIOMOBHO2O MOBIEHHS,
nooarmvbcsi NPUKIAOU 3A80aAHb I PeKOMeHOAYll w000 po3poOaeHHs HABYAIbHO-MEMOOUUHO20 3a0e3neyeHHs
oucyuniinu ma opeanizayii pooomu 3i cmyoOeHmamu mexHiuHo20 YHIBEPCUMemy.

Kniouosi cnosa: inousioyanizayis, iHoceHepHe MUCIEHHS, HABYAHHS IHO3EMHOI MO8U OJisi npoghecitinux

yineu.

The process of foreign language teaching for specific purposes is inevitably connected
with special professional disciplines, and due to this integration the synthesis and
acquirement of professional knowledge as well as the formation of significant personality
qualities a future specialist take place. Foreign language for specific purposes (for
professional communication) in this case becomes the means of enhancing the professional
competence of future engineers. Furthermore, since foreign language teachers often
communicate with students during their entire period of study at university, they know and
understand the students very well, and sometimes even better than the professors teaching the
specialty.

Therefore, the teacher of a foreign language cannot be unaware of the features of study
at technical university in terms of the requirements of engineering activities for the
personality of a professional, to the qualities that must be formed in engineers for their
effective performance at work, and not only in a foreign language teaching context.

There are a number of respected international organizations which develop and monitor

the requirements for the professional training of an engineer in the 21% century. Among them



are the following: European Federation of National Engineering Associations (FEANI),
Engineers Mobility Forum (EMF), World Federation of Engineering Organizations (WFEO)
and American Council for accreditation in engineering science and technology (ABET). New
generations of engineers must have a high level of intellectual, fundamental, special, and
practical training. They should be characterized by innovative and critical thinking, oriented
on the progressive development of industry [10]. Unfortunately, our experience shows that
many students, even in their fifth year of study do not know anything about such
organizations and the requirements, in particular, for the accreditation and obtaining the title
of a "professional engineer" in future.

The recent research into professional education issues (N. Goncharuk [1],
P. Greenwood [11], H. Kozlakova [3], V. Luhovyi[5], E.Luzik [6], N. Pidbutska [8],
M. Zgurovsky [2], etc.) shows that the success of the engineering activities is determined not
only by knowledge and skills, but also by specific personality traits that satisfy the
requirements for the engineering profession in the 21* century.

Conclusions. Integral consideration and purposeful development of the components of
the psychological personality of a student, which influence the foreign language acquisition,
together with the knowledge of typical features of engineers and mechanisms of
psychological influence on them will contribute to the formation of a positive attitude of
students towards learning a foreign language, while revealing their intellectual and emotional
potential.

A teacher of a foreign language for specific purposes can and should influence the
formation of necessary professional qualities, develop certain psychological traits of
engineering students. On the other hand, the teacher of a foreign language should know these
characteristics for the effective use of foreign language teaching methods, for the selection of
such tasks and material that will be effective in the formation of foreign language

professional communicative competence.
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