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PROJECT-BASED WORK IN DISTANCE ESP CLASSROOM

Abstract. The article deals with the peculiarities of the implementation of the
project-based work of students in distance ESP learning which should improve their
foreign language skills, help them obtain new job-related knowledge and practice
their soft skills. It analyzes factors that complicate the formation of ESP competence
and suggests ways to solve these problems. The article also presents tools that can
be used during distance ESP learning.
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MolticeeHko CeemnaHa HukonaesHa, Jluceukuti KocmsHmuH AHamonbesuy
HayuoHarnbHbIl mexHu4deckul yHugepcumem YKpauHbl

«Kueeckuli nonumexHudeckuti uHcmumym umeHu Neopsi CUKopcKkoz20»
(Kues, YkpauHa)

[MPOEKTHAS PABOTA CTYAEHTOB BO BPEMS
ANCTAHLIMOHHOIMO U3YYEHUA AHITIMUCKOIO A3bIKA
FMPO®ECCUOHATIBHOIO HATIPABJIEHUA

AHHOmMauyusi. B cmambe paccmampugaromcsi 0cobeHHocmu peanusayuu
npoekmHol pabombl cmydeHmos 8 npouecce OUCMaHUUOHHO20 U3Yy4YeHUs
aHenulickoeo f3blka MPOEECCUOHANbHO20 HanpaseneHusi, Komopasi Moxem
YAYyYWwuUmb UX 3HaHUSI UHOCMPAaHHOZ0 513bIKa, MOMOYb UM 0C80UMb HOBbIE 3HaHUS,
cessaHHble ¢ pabomol, U yAydwumb MEXUYHOCMHbIe Haebiku. B  Hel
aHanusupyromesi ¢hakmophbi, KOmopble YCHOXHSoM ¢hopMuposaHue KoMnemeHyuu
8 aHesuliCKOM s13bIKe MPOgheCcCcUOHaIbHO20 HanpaseHus, u npednazaomes nymu
peweHusi amux npobnem. B cmambe makxe npedcmasneHbl UHCMPYMEHMbI,
KOmopble  MOXHO UCrofib308amb 80 8peMsi  OUCMAaHUUOHHO20 — U3y4eHusi
aHanulicko2o si3blka MPogheccUoHaIbHO20 HanpasIeHUs.

Knroyesble crioea: OUCMaHUUOHHOE U3y4YeHUE aHe/uliCKoeo s3blka
pogheccuUoHanbHO20 HanpaesieHus, NpoekmHasi paboma, HasbIKU UHOCMPaHHO20
53bIKa, MEXIUYHOCMHbIE HaBbIKU, UHCMPYMEHMEI.

We really need to pay attention on the importance of foreign language in
professional performance encourages teachers and to devise modern and effective
teaching methods and techniques. Teachers always should start with the learners’
outcomes — match the real students’ real needs and expectations. Studying foreign
language involves developing reading, writing, listening and speaking skills. It can be
challenging for students, especially when they are exposed to real life, job-related
situation or even under the condition of distance learning.
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Distance learning is an individual process of acquiring knowledge, skills,
abilities; the way of human cognitive activity, which occurs through the indirect
interaction of distant participants in the learning process in a specialized environment
with the use of information and communication technologies.

The purpose of distance learning is the provision of educational services
through the use of modern information and communication technologies in certain
educational or educational-qualification levels [1].

The goal of this research is to analyze the project-based work of students in
distance ESP learning which should improve their foreign language skills, help them
practice their soft skills and obtain new job-related knowledge. All of these skills can
be addressed in a foreign language course for a profession with project-based
learning (PBL) implementation since according to the research PBL approach
improves not only language skills but also soft skills [2].

Project-based learning is teaching method that suggests students finding a
solution to a motivating or engaging question that involves working with authentic
field-related resources and lasts an extended period of time [3]. According to “Gold
Standard PBL” [4], this method will develop the students’ knowledge and
understanding as well as their key success skills if such work meets the following
requirements: challenging problem or question, sustained inquiry, authenticity,
opportunity for students to make their own decisions, opportunity for reflection and
revision, and the opportunity to publish the final material [5].

The peculiarities of project-based work in distance ESP learning:

¢ It motivates to work actively, because it is a great challenge;

o |t allows to acquaint students with difficult and contradictory problems, and
also motivates to look for ways of their decision;

o |t allows to catch learners’ interest, to activate their creativity;

¢ |t demonstrates to students the real possibilities of using the usual tools
(such as textbooks and the Internet) to learn and implement their ideas.

The complexity of project-based work during distance ESP learning is
as follows

o |t is difficult for project participants to communicate and interact with each
other.

¢ Projects require a lot of time, but do not guarantee that students will learn
large amounts of ESP material.

o |tis often difficult for a teacher to monitor and support students’ project work,
as well as to evaluate it objectively.

e There is a threat of declining student motivation in general and interest in
project work in particular.

e The complexity of the implementation of presentation and reflection stages
of work.

Ways to solve these challenges:

o Make projects interdisciplinary (offer tasks that combine ESP material and
subjects in the specialty).

o Alternate individual and group projects.

¢ Use modern technologies and available services (social networks, popular
applications, videos, etc.) for project work.
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* Do not overload students with project work (you can focus on mini-projects
or short-term projects).

Tools that we can use during distance ESP learning

e Google Docs (for creating/editing/discussing text materials; for generating
ideas; testing knowledge, etc.).

e Google forms (to survey; to identify common interests; to discuss ideas; to
test knowledge; to get feedback).

e Google-presentations (to present the results of project work; to motivate
students’ project activities; to discuss complex topics in detail).

¢ Online tests (to check/update knowledge; to get acquainted with important
issues; to motivate project work).

To sum up, working on the project the students become acquainted with the
project managing strategies developed by Project Management Institute [6]. They
develop a plan which includes all the tasks, resources and roles necessary and the
stages of the project, they make the schedule with milestones and final date; they
also try to predict the risk. The next task will be to define success criteria at each
stage and share responsibilities.
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